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our hands comss a volume with the 
intriguing title UTOPIA, INC0 It’s published 
by Fortuny’s, in New York, an outfit which 
we understand to be one oft hose companies 
that ©re really printing houses that publish 
books at th© writer’s expense^ Date 1940o 
Anyway we thought from this title that it

* might be a neat bit of Utopia construction 
in the modern xashiono We were mistakAnQ

The author of the volume Herman Averett 
UiesKe is passed off as a former journalist -

the fl.gsjj of th, W11&&st 
jaundiced journals,, Mro Gieske i«

" ttu Editorial Writer’s offices of th= 
h98^st ^g3» UTOPIA, INGo is just 

ception°of fhl th9JfcuPidest, ignorant con­
ception of the world we have ex^er S0eno

The writing style is laughable
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tWhyht It wto merely deliberately rio- 
Bramatic, mid that the book was supposed. to 
be a satire* Liston to this choice example 
— a £eeeription of the hero taken verbatim: 
^David «as just one of the minions of a 
VKist feudal organisation at the head of which 
stood an executive who ruled benevolently 
over 300,000 toilerso David was r telephone 
llns^an0 With spurs ons he had to climb 
pols^o He liked that, Buckled and accoutered, 

fearless of the electric currents that 
oarHed wrds0.Owords0o□torrents of words 
around the world,♦,he spurred his way up the 
pol< knight questing a lady’s bower

-,• a<sed down upon th® world beneath In 
It’s all like that,

La® writer conceives that the world’s 
richest men - some fifty billionaires - 
/ together in New York and decide

save civilisation by buying Bermuda Isla- 
nd from Great Britain and establishing 
ttenoo a scientific utopia of the world’s 
greatest scientists who live in isolation 
and security ©an produce invention after 
Invention for the benefit of society, These 
beneficial billionaires, regardless of ths 
fact that in reality th® corporations

?1 are accustomed to suppressing 
to stifle competltlon(or those that 

cut down their profits), gather 
together to establish a research center that 
?111 i a :;mim their own monopolies, patent 

their is no question of competition between 
themselves, The fact that most of the big 

.. ./^a, csP&IsulrfrXy ’
in bitter competition wTth "each"oTKlrp is 
<:ynarently unknown to the former He&rst 
editor, *?&© cause of wars is apparently some- 
thing remote from ispsrlplrfiat or price sys-
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As 1OSA Central, uas®l@igaly Bs®®®-®. ® ■. .

end &«e@pti@n®Uj Tardy Assowrs ©f ta® Halls® 

d®lghia Science^Fietian SaafWesna

by

Kobert Go Thompgono

It began around sight v Clo®fc one fine 
sumay mornings (If anybody reading this isn’t 
willing to put up with a ton or so of innacu- 
raciesp he better turn to the next article 
right now)o it was at that time that your 
reporter boarded, with most of the QSFIerso a

IW Hiiladelphiao At, it seems, 
MOO A.H,f another group(consisting of many 
Futuriansjleft Brooklyn,, When the train reac­
hed Newark, th® first group was joined by Sam 
Moskowitg0

In three hours ©r so(an abominably rough 
estimate)the ^SFLers reached their goal and 
were met by members of the PSFSo There they 
went to the house of John y0 Baltadomigo

For an hour or so nothing unexpected hap- 
penedo The New Yorkers, th® Philadelphians, 
and natives of other cities who «hd arrived 
exchanged views, news, and fan magazines, as 
always happens under such eircu®stanceso

But eventually the doorbell range Not for 
the first time that day, but still with sur­
prising results., The door was opened, and in 
walked the Gentleman of th® Opposition!

Calls for the riot squad, however, were 
unnecessary---or at least premature.. The new­
comers and the others greeted each other
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- ■-■ (?i- chs wash wlOttA.i. "•-u>
little groups of conversing fan*o

About ths f&nslor at least most of 
them)went lmoh(although got in on® bodylo
They than px’eceeded to the Convention Rall, 
wai lag for the Conference to op®n<>

Eventually it dido The meeting was called 
to order, the minutes of the last Conference 
readP and the real business of the Confer­
ence was beguno

This business, carried through by both 
speeches j-d general discussion, concerned, 
at least mainly, the formation of a central 
science fiction organization, to which ail 
fans would belong and in whi-ntperhaps)all 
fan activities would be more or less incorp® 
oratado

A first the Conference discussed whether 
of not such, and organization was desirable 
There was some argument on that point, but 
most agreed upon it®

Your reporter finds himself unable to 
remember all the speeches given at the Con® 
ferenee, For, example, the one given by 
Milton A„ Rothman, And yet It seems ’ it 
was very interesting, Perhaps there were 
others besides the ones following, also very 
likely meritorious, But, anyway, the import­
ant ones included the following: First, a 
speech by Speer, He had a constitution for 
an organization(whichshe sal’ , Ight be called 
New Fandom, end then again might not)which 
was roughly democratic end which was to have 
several committees for different branches of 
science® fiction, such as movies, comics, 
etc,. There was a speech ny David A, Xyle
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which concerned a Science Fiction Congresso 
It was to.be a gathering representative of 
all science"fiction organizations8 each 
having the same number of delegateso This, 
of course, was objected to on the grounds 
that it would be undemocratic as regards 
individuals if a club with 100 members 
received the sa^s representation as a club 
with, sixo Then there was a speech by William 
S« Sykorao He advocated New Fandom as this 
central fan organization, pointing to 
the work it had already done end claiming 
that it was virtually such an organizationo 
He presented a new constitution for Hew Fan- 
dan which, like Spoer3sy had a certain 
amount of division In respect to different 
branches of science-fictior

The situation seems to be very similar to 
the fights when the Constitution was framed 
between the Southern states, which wanted 
representation by states, and th® Northern 
statess which wanted it by inhabitantso Could 
not the problem be solved in the seme way9 
loeoc by a Science Fiction Congress of two 
chambers*, one in which all organisations 

would have th® same number of delegates, and 
another in which there would be one delegate 
to, say, every five or every ten fans in the 
organization»

This however, was not its most import­
ant pointo The membership of New Fandom was 
to be divided into an outer circle and inner 
clrcleo Only those in the outer circle could 
become members of the inner circlesand only 
those in the inner circle could hold office 
or vot«o Admission to both, was to be contrr 
lied by a committee to be sot upo



All along waMois v-.w-w rg* BIaHms 

and the ew FandpmXtoa gvowlAgy m th^re 
fesu . .. :*,■ '?-g .< og usgs/:?® feda
two factions* Bea Sy kora stated that the 
aesnb^z ship of N^w Fandoa. ws to be 
t?<i' i •;> y. '•?„.. t -ss th* Mgmtian® 
for dotaiia from Sykora as to who would he 
r^ti-h i7**t * ■* rhhkt and finally
Donyt i h*? ■helm asked hi®: wWell,.iB there 
«>®yh*d- ; > hztn 1&1 ar *?*At.ht ■

^hy, yes,* said Sykora, 41 tMak there 
would be-,®

acme the roply^ awho for instAnee?*

h'h?a hon started cm a rather isaghty
t ■-*..*n\ ^ilch, it aemBS to j®osts he wold 

sa Lng that the futurians could not
•-*; * *yrt*d mweraM u in gw Wiauosaa

At tim®s during Sykorass gpsech and ©th®r 
■■ * ■’ -•■*■ -jmr*
aecklingo Sow whoa 5yko,* ©ad© #om® factual 
scat&aent b* oaed to b< unfavorable to the 
Futurians, *.?ullheiM shot 334 out *®iat*B a 
liel*

It »as then that th® climax e&«®» Sykors 
gut out of his seat walked, with slow#st@ady 
tread towards the front where the ?utu^

- ~ - - rnkrg S- WaXr^i ovsr to
Wollhein,, sayings ^hat did you call iaag
Mse gtiy?w

I: *Kw Fandosiit®^ la here used to denote 
(perhaps irmecurately)thr jolence-fictlon 
faction headed by Sykora^ ’faurasl a *3k“ 
owit^j. and opposed to the Futurigaao
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2g Mot a synonym for ^true^o Xour reporter 
is hot well versed in the. facts of the ease 
to tell whether th© latter word would apply 
to Sykora's statement0

Th® Futuriens showed neither pugnacity 
or fear* *1 said you were a liar*® Wollheim 
calmly replied*

By thia time Moskowitz and'Taura si 'r&i 
also risen and marched to the front Rx@ 
three wore glaring angrilt at the Futurii « ao 
All held their breaths* It cert* hkly ^M-,sd 
as if a flat fight Would f -n" Sykom kept 
talking, to Wellheim, saying t he(Wollheim) 
couldn’t call him(Sykorg)a liar td his 
(Sykora’s)faces and demanding that Wollhelw 
take it back* If Wollkeim refuseds Sykora 
implied!If not actually threatened)physical 
violence*

Finally the other fans persuaded Sykora, 
Tauras! and skowit^ to rsxmrn to their 
seat So Trouble s though^ was by no mans over* 
Wollheim arcs® and demanded that Sykora9 
Tauras! and M^akowitz be forced to apoligiac 
to th® Conference for their violation of 
parliamentary procedures (threatening phy­
sical violence)or leata the hall* Moskowitz 
arose indignantly and said that was Ridicu­
lous* Nayp the Futurians should be forced to 
apoliglze to the Conference for their viola­
tion of parliamentary proc©dur©(He©EIix^)or 
leave the hall* Both said that unless their 
motions were carried they themselves would 
leave the hall*



s thQUuhg bOth 51 d 7« 7-5 - 7 9«ir^* 
chicly by tWMUr ddeU-foi

" -■■^ &ud 1 --u.- 71 of tbo -d^-
<du-oulu pianos ba rr&i^ed to hl^iyjta wlv© ■ 
their motions and remain., " j c

oriel* W3 dufinlfcaly averted* dot 
verbal debate still continued^ sad at once 
Cyril Kornbluth said aw thing (oh, cruel w- 
ory^ what was it?)that caused Tauras! tn 
isive his seats aarcht© the front rw9 
and. glare belligerently at'JCor&bluttu Im- 
bluth, however merely said, are cut' of 
order,&, Taurasi)and Tawcasl
prompted perhaps by an urge tc ksep th.® Oon- 
fer«ne& ;u s high mntal ©14^ perhois by ” ■

id«s. that he would discredit hiaseif and 
tn$ stshcr New FandaMtest though I am sw?w 
not by fear}returned to his neat with no 
mors adOo

After a bit mors ©f discussion the Son- 
f«renG@ was adjourned for supperpoo 
ana agndwi«he a «

Soon after the supper was ovor? th© 
^turians left, other things following,, 
an auction was held(with ^stowitsg I need 
havdly 3i^ntlons as auctioneer)s and movies 
of fans, chiefly in th© softball gam© of
uly 4ths 1939(Looals& Flushing Flats)0

■&*a& account has been very innacurate as 
«o -..’.etaUg, but it would be an abomination 

■ o cod and manp if it left out a speech not 
- here with the other speech©ss buts

-rG.aps9 of even greater Importance.,

COWIHUED OK 16
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John V* Baltadoni®

As th® die-hard aoience fiction fan pauses 
to reminisce on this question, after a few 
minutes of thought he is surprised At th® 
rarity of aged fen maga sines’^, And, at the 
peculiar eluatre the older fan magazines fall 
into,.

At present, there is io fan magazine pub® 
llshed that cart boast being five years of age5 
As a matter of fact, the oldest fan magazine 
still being published at the present time, is 
the SCIENCE FICTION COLLECTOR, With the May, 
1940 issue of this magazine, the COLLECTOR 
will be entering into its fifth year of-publ­
ication, with four mellow years of Auiesce flc» 
tion behind ito At one time with its first 
issues - It was triweeklyc then, later, it 
became & monthly, and still later, and still 
later. It became a bi-monthly, and is still
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in that class, For the first year And an 
Issue of its existence, the COL^CTOR was 
edited and published by Morris Si Delians, 
Then& when the Cu&LECTOR was forced to drop 
out of the science fiction field, the COLLEC­
TOR was turned over to John V, Baitadonis, a 
Philgdelphia fan, Since that time JVB has 
been publishing the GOLLbCTOR with a few 
lapsa© not uncommon to the fan publishing 
field, The magazine was started as a small 
sized magazine, then starting with the twelfth 
issue lasted seven issues as a large sized 
.magazine, then ’wv^rt$d back to the small 
sized magazine, 3<ch is a brief record of the 
oldest science fiction fan magazine now being 
published,

Closely parallel to the Gu^LSGTOB. is 
another fan magazine - the SCIEHus FICTION 
FAN, This magazinep as is the GOuLEvTORp Is 
hectographedo The editor and publisher of this 
magazine, Olon r, Wiggins, also has an envi­
able recoedo thixty-six Issues of his 'maga­
zine have appeared in three years* life, And 
his fourth anniversary issue Is not far 
away, Sometime in the summer of this year 
1940p June or July|July is right— OFw/bFF) , 

the fourth anniversary issue of the SVIENGE 
FICTION FAN should appear, And, if I know Olon 
Fs Wiggins, it*11 be the forty-eighth issue, 
Bren ir he has to issue within the space of 
two weeks five or six twelve page issues, 
he’ll dp it, when the SuI&Hw* FICTION FAN 
first appearedp it appeared as a printed fan 
magazine, The first four issues were printed. 
However, due to the high coat of printing, 
Wiggins decided to hectograph the magazine.



Issue after issue same out, Until fin-11;?- £
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1® -v > <_< ,
l'-:' "■ "Ba® ®® 1. 'B ® UAjU 1- - '
did somehtlng to the FANo Bespits what moj&s

■ ^1^ y ■ -i' .B; ■ ./.i /1
In Interest and general ap^y^i ,ii^

ft®® - ■
It is h^ped that in future Issues, the Fa< 
will be more open to the fan field,

.She two 'mentioned above are the oldest 
etc fan magazines still being published in 
the stf fan field0 what are the next oldest 
fan magazines? {Surprise, The next oldest fan 
magazine still being published* irregular 

it .8 - / tt® - ’ - . t®
fAMTASOGQRIA* The first issue was published 
in March, 1937« That makes it three years old 
nowo Since that time, there has been five 
issues in all of this magazineo The fifth 
issue has just eome out„ The first three 
issues were published in 1937, with the third 
issue also covering the early part of 1938, 
The fourth issue appeared In 1939p and the 
fifth Issue, 1940o when the third anniversary 
issue appears -if and when - there will prob­
ably be an average of two issues a year for 
the magazine,. Quit® a recordo The editor of 
this tardiest of magazines, as you all may 
know, is John J, ^eiro and, of the five 
issues thus far to appear, the Art Editor, 
beltadonis, has published two issue35 the 
third and fifths Although the past has been

t shaky, in recent correspondence Weir 
ssyrr, think that FAUTASMAGORIA will becoir.K
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IM PRAISE OF PAUL PRREHAFER

by

It Doesn’t Hatter Whoo

I want to say a word about Pauli Free- 
h&fer, editor permitting9 Pasadena member of 
tba ioAo group and a real science-fiction 
fan, I have the pleasure -of knowing the 
editor of POLARIS personally, and he is one 
of the easiest fans to get along withe, For 
one thing? I don’t think there’s an ounce 
4f envy In him*- And that’s a mighty Import- 
ang thingo I’ve observed, for conserving 
cordial relations relations saong readers 
and collectors of science fictions Unfortu­
nately, some science fiction fans exude envy 
so strongly it Is nauseating, not to say 
pathetics I don’t know as anything can be 
done about it, but maybe when they see how 
well-liked it makes a fallow who isn’t 
jealous of anybody’s activities or magazines 
cr anything like that maybe thev’ll figure 

hey3d like to be in
hat fallow’s shoeso If they’d lose that 
gotism that makes them envious, they’d 

ure be better liked« That is a reason I’m 
writing this testimonial to Paulo Paul 
Froehafer’s actions are always *right guy*o 
What Mro Heinlein means by urbane, I guess,, 
It is a pleasure to tell him of some 
^triumph” of yours or show him some new thing 
you got, because you feel he enjoys hearing 
about it or seeing it, and isn’t all eaten 
up with _ • jealousy and feigning dis­
interest or else ill-concealing hard-feel-
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ings or making dispariging remarks*

So here’s three sheers for Paul Free- 
hafer— -long may ha 15'/® in the fan world— 
and my hie kind inoree sa snd multiply* 
We’d have a whole lot happier fan-world 
if it was peopled by fellows like Paul 
Freehafer* *.».*»<>. • * • •«»»«♦«®«„ <s»<•»«

SFF$ *s Art .Editor
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S-F COWFEREHOK---GontJ> from 10

To wit? th® speech on the Illlni Fantasy 
Fictl oncers, which is conducting the World 
Science Fiction Convention. of 1640 p to be 
held at Chicago? In this organization^ sugge­
sted as the central science-fiction organ­
isation) only residents of Chicago can vot® 
or hold office?

This organization is to he commended 
■ sr Ite impartiality towards the feud, but 

•nr reporter doubts that science-fiction 
can be effectually conducted by a ben­
evolent Chicago oligarchy? Still, for the 
purpose of staging the Chicago convention, 
it is probably the best possible?

That convention will, of course, be igoro 
important and have a larger attendance^ 
than the Philadelphia Conference? It seems 
certain both factions will be represented, 
and Chicago has not Philadelphia’s repu­
tation for a peaceful atmosphere? However 
hopeless it seems now, let us prey that 
before that fateful September/the two 
groups will have settled their differences

Good scenesi Moskowitz reading to a 
group of eager listeners, ^Moskowitz Says a 
Long Farewell to His Greatness^, effectually 
satirizing the Futurians* satire of himself? 
Frederik Pohl and Jack Gillespie earnestly 
denouncing Philadelphia? ? ?. ? ? a <> o o „ „ „ „. o ORGT
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MTAISIR BOOKES—Conto iro® 4

te® rivalry0 Ths depre ssions^ cycles> 
vndsrsellings technologies! unemployments 
all of the®' entirely remote from buslnesso 
So the billionaires finance UTOPIA, IRC

But there is a villian in the pieceo 
It is Lieut© John Pease’s old 8tahdby~--the 
Bssssovittassss! The evil old regimented 
godless Asiatlkkkk Rrrrred Rrrrrusianssss are 

plotting to destroy Utopiap which is to be 
th© savior of the price-system and of 
dear old civilization?, They send evil old 
bearded gutteral spies to snoop around© 
Beared® and sinister nussian scientists, 
betray the seerest of Utopia! Moscow sends 
it slimy claws slithering towards Mr© Gierke’s 
Utopia© Bat they are foiled! The Godless 
gang Is foiled by the swift and merciless 
©ction of our hefo and his two billionaire 
friends, not to mention bluff old Lord 
Korthumberalnd who owns half of England an" 
is just filled with love for th® poor Irish 
and Indians©

Anyhow Utopia is saved! Mr© Gieske canes 
through like a true Hearst graduate© The 
jacket blurb says: ”Mr© Gleske has drawn 
upon his vivid career to write this book© 
We think there is a typographical error in 
this statement© That word before "career 
should be spelled "livid*© oooooooooooojoooo©© 

♦****•»**«•« ***»*^ -
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£OSE old FAN MAGAZINES-—Conto from 13

ia St "Ur®° 1 h°P® Th®
X- 3 ®sg®2~M has always been hectographedL 

amall-sized, with twenty pages each iasueo 
Those soove are the oldest fan magazines 

in er.lstenc®o Others that are ?,o oldp but 
show promise of staying In th© fan field for 
years yet are such magazines as the FANTA- 
■dvIENCE D1GBSTP which has seen its second 
sna^ersary just recentlyp and which will be 
L-'.^ee yesps old this coming November? 19400 
#hat the rANTASCIaNCE DIGEST loses by spores 
die appearance(althoughP they are but an issue 
or two behind nrw)P it makes up in good-sized, 
issues^ The first seven issues were hectograp- 

s/19 the last five were mimeographed c.
/^editor of tuts magazine is Robert Ao 

Then the next in line is SUIOTISNATS,.
wh-eh was two years old with the JanuaryD 1940 
i ssueo The- editor of this magazine is waiter 
?• Marconette This magazine at first was also 
nectographeo', but starting with the fourth 
*?s?® U -iresograpl jdP and has remain-

d uMV S o

Theny next on the list would be« but 
now getting to the yearlings/so we Hl 
xet It go at that0

Tn this article I y© only included sub- 
bcripcion magazines that have appeared 
ff1/ st least the amazing regularity of raM- 
raSJUJORTAo If not there would be such maga­
zines as the FANTASY AMATEUR, end other FAP A 
ti.&ffa,glneg: Anda I could put out another issue 
•n WAG.' NATIVE FIGTION this coming October 
&nd. call lt^ the A^oi’^ersary issue« and 
xt ll only be the sixtTF i.sj»ue0 Hnt~THa*€s g 

’ ttle too far on^HT'yGu hlnk?
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If I heve omitted any fan magazine which 
the editor thinks deserving of a place in this 

* article^ please don’t think that I’m slight­
ing the-magazine or its editor, it’s not 
lllt^n^S.OhAX p O fc © • • O • O o O » o • • O O 3 O O • > * • • « O J O* I VS 
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EDITORIAL BITSo

If the pages in this issue seem a bit 
wskimpy^ on typed matter, you will just 
have to excuse it this timeo In getting 
out all these back issues I am be&ng 
pressed to the limit to gather the desired 
amount, it has been no easy task, and I 
can only hope that future iss. s are not 
so short on material as this one0 If you 
have material around, that you don’t par- 

* t^cularly have any use for, why not send 
ft alongo It will surely be appreciatedo eOW 
*«« * *««•***«# « *<•



THE CITY OP MUSIC 

by

Dale Harding Exum

Once when I walked a mystic y

I came upon 8 city tall ©nd grand

That looked with slendor o5er the land

Prom whence her wines and f©astings cameo 

But in that lights somehow unrealf 

An unseen evil seemed to feel

My soul; the structures seemed to sway

In ghastly rhythm to and fro

To music strange and fierce and slow

That burned the city like a flameI

I felt the piercing swords of fire 

thatcut the dancing buildings downs 

A music god of fiery crown 

In somber brooding in his den 

Did dream a dream that all came true 

Of where a dancing city grew 

From out the singings of his lyre! 

When his sounds did cease to flow 

The city died with flaming show--

And faded into memory then0


